Years ago, Miles Warren, one of Peter Parker’s college professors, stole a sample of Peter’s genetic material and 
used it to create a perfect clone of Spider-Man. With all of Peter’s memories, the clone fled. Created, not born, 
and without an identity of his own, he gave himself a new name and made his own way in the world as... 


BEN REILLY: 


After a misguided stint as a villain, Ben 
Reilly’s attempt to get back on his feet has 
lead him to Las Vegas and into uneasy 

partnership with Cassandra Mercury, 
Casino owner and mother of one of 
Ben’s NEW U patients. Her daughter 
Abigail is dying of a seemingly 
incurable disease and Ben has 
offered to cure her in exchange for 
some perks that only a powerful 
casino magnate can provide. 


However, Cassandra is having 
troubles of her own. Aside from her 
daughter being sick, her casino 

was recently attacked by hired 
gunmen. Her hired muscle, Slate, 
was able to trace the attack to a man 
named Thorne. 


4 Meanwhile, Kaine Parker, another clone of 
ii / Peter Parker, who has been trailing Ben since 
. 2 rT f, THE CLONE CONSPIRACY, has finally caught up 


with his prey... 
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Letters c/o Spider-Office, 135 West 50th Street, 7th Floor, New York, NY 10020 


Hello, Cloneheads! Editor Devin Lewis 
reporting to you live and in print from 
Marvel HQ in New York City! 


WHAT AN ISSUE! Just when you thought 
Ben Reilly’s life might be getting a smidge 
easier as he’s reached a détente with 
Kaine, more trouble’s already brewing with 
Cassandra Mercury! What does Thorne 
have up his sleeve? Will Ben be able to save 
Abigail? And if he can’t, will Kaine make 
good on his promise to kill your favorite 
hooded hero? 


Answers to those questions, and more you 
didn’t even know you had, will be revealed 
in the next few issues, True Believers! So 
don’t miss a single page! 


ITEM: You may have heard about it online, 
but just this week, the House of Ideas 
announced MARVEL LEGACY, a bombastic 
initiative focused on telling tales in the 
classic Mighty Marvel Manner — and BEN 
REILLY: THE SCARLET SPIDER will be 
taking part! We’ve released this image, 
featuring none other than THE SLINGERS! 
If you don’t know who the Slingers are, 
what’re you waiting for?! Log onto Marvel 
Digital Comics Unlimited and catch up! 
And, if you’re a longtime Spider-Phile, don’t 
worry — we’ve still got some surprises in 
store for you. 


All right — enough plugging! Let’s get to 
your letters. 


Hello! 
| grew up reading Ben Reilly’s adventures in 
the '90s. It has been a nice pleasure to read the 
actual series, as Ben tries to find his way in the 
world after difficult times. 
| am also a Peter David fan, hope to see 
a SCARLET SPIDER/SPIDER-MAN 2099 
crossover soon! 
Greetings from Brazil! 
Rodrigo B. 


Thanks for reading, Rodrigo! Great minds 
think alike, | guess, because when we 
were building BEN REILLY: THE SCARLET 
SPIDER, Peter’s work on SPIDER-MAN 
2099 immediately jumped to mind and we 
toyed with the idea of doing a crossover. 
Unfortunately, the conclusion to Peter’s 
epic SPIDER-MAN 2099 run was already 
in development (and it’s on sale now, 
so go pick it up!). We just weren’t able to 
line things up this time. But maybe in the 
future...? 


I’m a huge Spider-Man fan! HUGE!!! And 
I’ve always loved the Scarlet Spider. I’ve never 
actually bought a comic before, though, until 


now... The new SCARLET SPIDER series 

is amazing and | can’t wait for the rest of the 
series to come out! 

An avid Spidey Fan, 

Daniel 


Glad you’re digging it, Daniel! 


Dear Spidey-Team, 

To be completely honest, when | picked 
up BEN REILLY: THE SCARLET SPIDER #1, 
| didn’t have any real intentions of actually 
becoming invested in the series and had only 
bought it for the sake of having a number 
one. But after reading issues #2 and #8, it has 
become apparent that | had to add it to my 
monthly list! 

I’m really starting to enjoy Ben Reilly as a 
spider again after the events of THE CLONE 
CONSPIRACY! | wasn’t sure if this was 
intended, but there are a lot of similarities 
between The Scarlet Spider and Deadpool that 
bring a certain comedy aspect to the series! All 
| know is that | am one Spider-Man fan that is 
satisfied! Keep up the great work! 


Anthony B. 
Mesa, AZ 


Thanks for reading, Anthony! Can’t wait to 
see what we put Ben through next! 


First time I’ve really been into a comic series 
‘or several years. | tried to get into the run with 
Kaine as the Scarlet Spider, but it just never 
it the mold for me. Ben Reilly as a character 
was immediately one of my favorites growing 
up and it crushed my childhood self when he 
was killed off. So many story arcs ended with 
hat one panel. 

I’m really enjoying the direction you’re taking 
Ben, out of the ashes of the Jackal with Kaine 
on his tail again. It’s old and new at the same 
ime, and | think you’ve done a great job in 
making him a more distinct and standalone 
character in just three issues. 

Keep up the good work, looking forward to 
a long run! 


Thanks 
Nick 


HEY, WAIT A SEC! NICK?! You’re supposed 
to be editing the Spidey books, not 
sending fan mail to ‘em! BACK TO YOUR 
TYPEWRITER, LOWE! 


I’m sorry. Allison’s just informed me that 
you’re NOT Spider-Office Executive Editor 
Nick Lowe. Should’ve known, what since 
you were using complete sentences and all! 


Thanks for reading! 


When | came | to my local comic shop and 
saw Issues #1 and #2 of the new Scarlet Spider 
series, | immediately grabbed both of them and 
anxiously drove home to read them. The first 
issue was fantastic! The second issue as well! | 
am hooked for sure! Can’t wait for more! 

Vince E. 


P.S. I’ve never liked a title so much | 
actually wrote in about it! Great job! 


AH! This is great — always love working on 
comics that inspire people to drop a line to 
the Mighty Marvel Mailbag for the first time! 
Thrilled you like the story enough to write 
in, Vince! 


Wow! The fans changed the Spider 
Universe... | also like the original Scarlet 
Spider’s outfit. It’s cool how it was done at the 
end of issue #3. | remember when he found the 
complete hooded sweatshirt on display way, 
way back in the day. | think it would be cool and 


also informative if you guys added something 
like a “Facts” page or even just a small column 
at the end of the new issues. Spidey-Fact #1, 
for example, could be that Ben found the blue 
spider hoodie in a window display. Something 
like that. | think it’s a good idea but | will leave it 
to the pros to decide. Thanks, guys, and | hope 
this comic “sticks” around for a long time. 
Webbing on the word “sticks.” 


David L. 


Hey, David! Thanks for your letter. | was 
actually just thinking about this myself. 
We typically use these final pages of our 
issues for letter columns or next issue 
pages, but I’ve been debating the idea of 
using them for something new. Maybe 
some sketches or other in-progress work 
from our artists — perhaps even with a 
spot for them to field questions from you, 
the Mighty Marvel readership? WHAT SAY 
YOU, CLONEHEADS?! Would you like to 
get a peek behind the scenes and have your 
questions heard? 


| never truly believed in a “win-win” situation 
until | read the last page of BEN REILLY: THE 
SCARLET SPIDER ISSUE #3! Way to go, 

Peter David! 
John B. 


Don’t know what John’s referring to, 
readers? Go pick up BEN REILLY: THE 
SCARLET SPIDER #3! 


Hello, 

| really enjoyed these first issues of this 
new SCARLET SPIDER series. I’ve been a 
fan of Ben Reilly for some time, though | find 
the change from an upbeat, inventive hero to 
a sociopathic, self-enabling nutcase jarring, 
though it’s a change I’m interested in seeing to 
the end. 

Also you’re just nailing Kaine’s character 
and I’m digging Ben’s new costume, hate to 
see it go. Keep up the good work, have my 
fingers crossed for a successful run. 


Sincerely, 
Andrew A. 


Thanks for your letter, Andrew! Glad you’re 
digging the book and are sticking with us. 
I'm the biggest Ben Reilly fan EVER, so, 
believe me, | know exactly where you’re 
coming from. A perk of working here at 
the House of Ideas is that we get to hear 
the stories the writers are cooking up long 
before they hit the stands, and I’m not afraid 
to admit that when Dan Slott laid out his 
plans to bring Ben back, | was skeptical. For 
a long, LONG time, | was firmly in the camp 
that Ben should stay dead, but after getting 
to see Dan and Jim Cheung’s epic story — 
THE CLONE CONSPIRACY -— come together, 
all of my fears were put to rest. I’m just glad 
that we were able to keep Ben’s story and 
explore the next chapter of his tale with 
Peter and Mark. 


And, hey, if you missed it, be sure to go pick 
up THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN #22! It tells 
the story of just how Ben got so traumatized 
and it’s one of the must gut-wrenching 
stories I’ve ever read — regardless of how 
much | love Ben! 


All right, web-heads! That’s all the space 

we’ve got for this issue. Be back here 

in ONE MONTH for BEN REILLY: THE 
SCARLET SPIDER #6! 

Over and out! 

Devin 

@edevinlewis 


LET US KNOW HOW WE’RE DOING! DROP US A LINE AT SPIDEYOFFICE@MARVEL.COM! 
BE SURE TO MARK IT “OKAY TO PRINT”! 


